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A Note from Jeff Kuhn

Dear Friend,

Thank you for requesting our Top Six Kitchen Design Trends Guide. 
Kitchens are the most visited and used room in your home, so I'm 
encouraged that you're doing some research before committing to a 
project. I hope this guide helps you find inspiration for your kitchen 
remodeling project.

At the end of the guide, I also discuss a few of the questions you should 
ask a contractor before hiring a kitchen remodeling professional. We 
hope you find this guide helpful in your search for a quality remodeling 
contractor.

The fact is that doing your research before you hire someone is always a 
good idea. And today, people are doing a lot of research before they hire 
a remodeler — and I couldn’t be happier. The more you know and have 
planned, the better.

Kuhn Construction has been in business since 1986, serving thousands of 
our neighbors in the Long Island area. When you are ready to make a 
decision, let us know if you’d like a Free Design Consultation. We look 
forward to hearing about your plans and ideas, and helping you make 
them a reality! 

Best Regards,

Jeff
Jeff Kuhn
President, Kuhn Construction, Inc.
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Top 6 Trends in Kitchen Design 
for 2017 and Beyond
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Textures are 
the “In Thing”

Kitchens in Beautiful 
Black

Why should I hire 
you? Find out more 

about our recent 
projects. We love to 
show off our work!

Who will be working on 
my home? It can be 

daunting to have 
strangers in your 

home. We are happy to 
show off our team.

What should I look out 
for? Not all remodelers 
are created equal. We 

provide you with 
warning signs of a 
weaker remodeler.

A Joining of 
Traditional And 
Modern Styles

Wallpaper Is Back 
and Beautiful

Feel the Breeze 
with Open 
Shelving 

Rather Than a Full 
Remodel, You Can 
Do a Easy Refacing

3 Questions to Ask a Remodeler

6. KITCHEN 
FACELIFT

2. WALLPAPER 3. TRADITIONAL 
MODERN STYLE

5. BLACK 
KITCHENS

THE TEAM WARNING
 SIGNSEXPERTISE

1. OPEN 
SHELVING

4. TEXTURES
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#1 Feel the Breeze with 
Open Shelving 
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No longer just a display of your most precious items, open shelving 
offers an airy and welcoming utilitarian design to kitchens. Open 
shelves can make a kitchen feel warm and inviting; a place where a 
crowd will want to gather. This design is a real throwback to a time 
when kitchen cabinets were used for functionality and not for 
hiding your kitchen away. 

A great way to use this concept is with floating shelves, which adds 
a modern look and feel to your kitchen. You can position floating 
shelves however you would like and in varying sizes, as well. You 
can also make use of that wasted space with open shelves, like 
under the end of a kitchen counter top. 

© Victor Zastolskiy
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#2 Wallpaper Is Back and 
Beautiful 
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Wallpaper has advanced in the last 20 years from being a tacky 
mess to being a more modern, visually stunning way to add color, 
print or even texture into a room. Your kitchen can be accented 
with even small amounts of wallpaper, using it to contrast with 
your kitchen color or complement a particular architectural 
design. 

Placing wallpaper in an under-used space, like a backsplash or 
oddly shaped nook, can add the burst of color or pattern that will 
take your kitchen to another level. 
 

© Sedat Seven
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#3 Traditional Modern Style 
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Mixing two seemingly opposite styles to create a beautifully 
crafted and warm kitchen environment is the heart of this trend. 

Using the modern design elements, like marble, stainless steel and 
subway tiles, with the more traditional wood, classic door profiles 
and hardwood floors, you can create an amazing kitchen. In order 
to maximize the style, your kitchen elements tone should 
coordinate and not starkly contrast.  

This trend works best in an open kitchen environment where you 
can feel warm and cozy in the kitchen, but it’s not too closed in or 
dated looking. Your expert kitchen remodeler can help you 
determine the best way to use this trend in your specific kitchen.

© Larry Malvin
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#4 Textures Are The "In Thing”
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From paint to countertops, textures will be a very strong trend 
through 2017 and beyond. Designers are beginning to see a move 
to more natural wood textures and raw stone finishes, rather than 
high-gloss in kitchens. These textures function well in a kitchen. 

A few great ways to add texture: 

• Use a textured wallpaper or paint on your kitchen counters or 
walls

• Add a texture to your ceiling with natural wood or paint
• Use texture on your cabinet doors and cabinet surfaces 

© Anna Oleksenko
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#5 Kitchens in Beautiful Black 

A direct contrast to the clean, white kitchens of years before, a 
black kitchen can be a suitable alternative for homeowners 
looking for a crisp look and feel. Explore this trend with black 
cabinets, appliances or wall décor.

This also doesn’t have to be the darkest midnight black, but when 
choosing a paint you will find many manufacturers include several 
hues of black to use.
 
If you are attempting to create a more traditional look, you may 
also opt for a softer black in cabinets or paints to create a 
weathered feel to your traditional kitchen. 
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#6 Give Your Kitchen a Facelift 
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Is an entirely new kitchen remodel not in your plans, budget or 
timeline? If you are tired of the decor in your kitchen, consider 
giving your kitchen a “facelift”.

Whether you are looking to create a modern, traditional or a 
combination of both, you can make an easy update with new 
cabinets, countertops, flooring and paint. One idea: A Shaker 
Inspired Style, as displayed above, can be a beautiful option to suit 
all trends. 

Shaker Style is defined by the simplicities in aesthetics and design. 
It boasts clean crisp lines with flat plained doors with rail frames, 
and a sturdy construction with high-quality American woods. They 
are often left with a natural wood finish, but can be stained to 
bring out the darker natural wood colors. 
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Q: Why should I hire you?
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A: Any kitchen remodeling expert should begin each project with a Free Design 
Consultation. This is how we begin every project at Kuhn Construction. During this 
meeting, we will discuss your budget and produce a custom design/build project 
outline for your kitchen remodel.

When you choose to work with Kuhn Construction, you are always heard by our 
team. You will always be directly in contact with your Project Manager. As an 
additional method for you to communicate to us about your project, we provide you 
with access to a client portal that includes your design and an opportunity to 
upload photos. 

You are also protected with a Lifetime Warranty for any Design and Build project. We 
cover your kitchen remodel for life because we are confident in our workmanship 
and products. 

With nearly 30 years in the business, we have been honored with accolades and 
reviews from satisfied customers over the years. You will find great reviews on the 
next page, as well as photos and more on GuildQuality.com and Houzz.com. 

Three Questions to Ask a Remodeler
Question 1: Hiring  

Now that you're up to speed on the latest kitchen design trends, let's take a 
look at the top 3 questions you should ask a remodeler before you hire 
them.
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Q: Can you show me recent projects you have completed? 

A: Any remodeler you're considering should have galleries of projects to 
display their expertise and the quality of their work. Here are two recent 
projects by Kuhn Construction. You can find more on our website or 
Houzz.com. 

Three Questions to Ask a Remodeler
Question 2: Projects 
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A: The kitchen is the core of your home, and you need to know that the 
people who'll be working there are trustworthy and reputable. Our team of 
professional remodeling carpenters and versatile remodeling handymen 
undergo background and reference checks before becoming part of Kuhn 
Construction. The employees designated as qualified to work in the field 
are trained in-house on standards to uphold when working in a client’s 
home, including cleanliness, adhering to the posted schedule and changes 
and challenges on a day-to-day basis.

We have a core field staff led by our designer and production manager. As 
part of our team, we have selected trade partners for specialty trades, such 
as electric, tile setting, flooring, etc.  These trade partners have worked for 
us for many years and are an integral part of our KCI team.  They are also 
directed and overseen by our Project Managers and Lead Carpenters.  

Q: Who will be working on my kitchen remodeling project?

Three Questions to Ask a Remodeler
Question 3: The Team  

                        Designer Diane Golden                                  Production Manager Chip Fontinell
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Kuhn Construction Testimonials

“Kuhn Construction was my contractor of choice because they have been in 
business for many years and have a great reputation. The project was large 
and complex with many challenges. The Kuhn team led by Project Manager 
Brad Gildersleeve stepped up to the plate and did a beautiful job. Our home 
now has features and beauty that we never thought possible.”

- Phil S. of East Islip, NY 

“The planning stages were great. The professionalism of Kuhn Construction 
was great. The designer, Lynn Vitale, was wonderful. She was very 
accommodating and knowledgeable. The project manager, Bradley 
Gildersleeve, was professional, courteous, and willing to make changes.”

- Christopher P. of Greenlawn, NY 

“We have used Kuhn Construction for over 25 years and have been satisfied 
each and every time. From small projects to the latest one; a kitchen 
renovation, we have received nothing but cooperation, respect and the 
finest workmanship from the staff at Kuhn. Every type of contractor who 
became part of the project was lead by Bradley, the project manager, and 
he was constantly on sight to oversee their work and answer any questions 
we had. Another Kuhn job well done.”

- Bob T. of West Islip, NY
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Warning Signs

Warning Signs:

• Main phone numbers that are never answered by a receptionist or ring 
to cell phone.

• No website (often signs of a one-person company).
• No company logo on uniforms or trucks with signage.
• No verifiable insurance—always ask for proof of insurance! Also, be 

sure the insurance is current!
• Provides few or no references, including names, phone numbers, and 

addresses.
• Comparatively low prices—this could mean missing scope of work or 

inexperience.
• Able to start immediately or no backlog.

Unfortunately, the actions of a few bad remodelers give the rest of us a bad 
name. Homeowners should be cautious when hiring a remodeling 
contractor. Asking the right questions and looking out for a few warning 
signs will go a long way toward hiring the right company to complete a 
project.

Be sure that you’re getting the quality you deserve—in workmanship, 
quality of materials, and service.
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STOP
Q: What are some of the signs I 
should look out for when 
hiring a remodeler?

A: Here are a few signs we’ve noticed 
of weaker remodelers on the market. 
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Contractor Hiring Checklist

15

By doing appropriate research and following the steps in this guide, you should 
have no trouble narrowing your search down to 2–3 remodeling contractors to 
consider. Keep in mind that contractors are running a business, so be conscious 
of their time—particularly if they offer a complimentary consultation or quote. 
They will appreciate your thoughtfulness. 

Print the contractor hiring checklist below to use as a guide during your 
consultation meetings. Rate each category either with a check or a rating from 
1–10.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR: KUHN 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTOR  A CONTRACTOR B

Appropriate Insurance, 
Licensing, Training ✔

Solid Reputation and Positive 
Reviews ✔

Warranty or Workmanship 
Guarantee ✔

Competitive Advantage ✔

Experience and Expertise, Past 
Project Portfolio ✔

An Experienced, Professional 
Team ✔

Measures Customer 
Satisfaction with Transparency ✔

Contractor Warning Signs NONE
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Create a Beautiful and Impressive Kitchen With The 
Remodeling Pros at Kuhn Construction. 

Next Steps
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Contact Our Office to Schedule Your Free Design Consultation 
with our Design and Build Experts.

• Phone: 1-631-277-0698

• Email: jkuhn@kuhnconstruction.com 

• Website: www.kuhnconstruction.com 

We promise to get back to you very quickly!

Best Regards, 

Jeff
Jeff Kuhn
President: Kuhn Construction, Inc.

FREE Consultation
No Obligation
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